Mission Statement:

 PTDLA provides a network of support for PTDL and other librarians involved in disseminating patent and trademark information and education to local communities. The association also gives feedback and assistance to the USPTO in its ongoing training and communication activities with PTDLP libraries.

Vision Statement:

 PTDLA responds to the patent and trademark information needs of patrons with continually evolving and successful methods of instruction.

 Goals and Objectives:

Goal 1: Monitor and communicate the needs and interests of PTDL patrons

and staff.

Obj. 1: Solicit and analyze periodic feedback from patrons and PTDL staff via surveys,

focus groups, etc. to identify the most pressing and commonly expressed needs and interests.

Obj. 2: Share the survey and other feedback with the USPTO, along with proposed solutions to address the problems and needs identified.

Obj. 3: Use existing PTDLA communication mechanisms (discussion list, Web

site, on-line newsletter, blog, and yearly seminar), and evaluate evolving technologies to maintain a constant flow of ideas.

Obj. 4: Keep up with improved coverage, and any continuing gaps in

patent and trademark backfiles, and continue pushing for retrospective full

indexing.

 Goal 2: Assist the USPTO in planning and implementing appropriate

services.

 Obj. 1: Encourage the attendance of at least one representative from each

PTDL to the annual training session at the USPTO.

 Obj. 2: Increase participation in patent and trademark training by encouraging the USPTO to provide opportunities for distance education training open to any library with an interest in intellectual property.

Obj. 3: Explore new ways of getting information to an increasingly digital public who is less likely physically to visit a PTDL program library.

 Obj. 4: Collect information from PTDL librarians about patron needs and relay to the USPTO.

Obj. 5: Encourage the USPTO to add patron-friendly features to its products such as links to PAIR and to assignments from within individual patents, downloading features currently available only in CASSIS,  and PDF printing.

Obj. 6: Explore partnerships with librarians in non-PTDL universities/libraries to offer IP courses/education/training to science, engineering, and business students and the public.

Goal 3: Increase participation in PTDLA by PTDL and other librarians.

Obj. 1: Give an overview of the PTDLA Web site at the training session for new PTDL librarians so they will be aware of all the activities and publications of the association.

 Obj. 2: Offer internships on PTDLA committees so that new members can observe the activities and gain knowledge and confidence before making a full commitment.

 Obj 3: Encourage PTDLA membership for librarians who do not attend the seminar on a regular basis.

Obj. 4: Promote opportunities for on-line participation especially for those who are only able to attend the training seminar every few years.

 Obj. 5: Use the mentor program to cultivate new PTDLA leaders.

 Obj. 6: Extend full PTDLA membership to all librarians with a bona fide interest in providing free patent and trademark information to the public.

 Goal 4: Promote the sharing of resources among PTDL librarians and

beyond.

 Obj. 1: Provide space on the PTDLA Web site for marketing tools and Library instruction resources, etc.

 Obj. 2: Encourage PTDL librarians to submit their own resources for posting to the PTDLA Web site for use by other librarians in their own programs.

 Obj. 3: Promote awareness of new USPTO features such as Search Templates and more image files.

 Obj. 4: Encourage PTDL librarians to publish and present intellectual property related research and information in widely read/disseminated venues.

 Goal 5: Support efforts and initiatives in the USPTO "Strategic Plan

 2007-2012.

 Obj. 1: Explore ways to help promote filing and management of patent and trademark applications electronically.

Obj. 2: Encourage and support PTDL librarians in educating the public about the benefits of IP and IP information.

 Obj. 3: Explore partnerships with librarians/organizations in other countries to deliver effective educational programs about the benefits and effective use of IP that improves an understanding of IP rights and raises awareness of scams and IP theft worldwide.
