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I will be covering… 

• Seven Step Strategy 
• USPTO.gov 
• pat2pdf 
• Google Patents 
• espacenet 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Abraham Lincoln
Patent #6,469: “A Device for Buoying Vessels Over Shoals” on May 22, 1849 (image)
Twice was on a boat that got stuck, one onto a dam, the other on a sandbar
Whittled the model for his patent application with his own hands out of wood, on display at Smithsonian Institution National Museum of American History
Thomas Jefferson was 1st patent examiner of U.S. Patent Office and had 12 inventions but never took out a patent as he believed that every invention should benefit all of society
First patent granted on July 31, 1790 (image) was signed by President George Washington




 

http://www.uspto.gov/products/library/
ptdl/services/step7.jsp  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reasons for patent searching: looking for specific patents, invention – have others done already? Improve upon?
Seven Step Strategy
Systematic approach to patent searching that revolves around classification searching
Much like LC/Dewey, patents needed a classification system – classes/subclasses – functionality – what it does vs. what it’s called (microwave – electric heating)
Using classification allows one to get full range of patents in a certain area
Use with USPTO (US Patent & Trademark Office) web site
Best site for finding patents & trademarks because
Classification, definitions, hierarchy
Completeness of database
Official government resource – legality – can use in court
System created by Patent Office

http://www.uspto.gov/products/library/ptdl/services/step7.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/products/library/ptdl/services/step7.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/products/library/ptdl/services/step7.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/uspcindex/indextouspc.htm


Seven Step Strategy 
1. Brainstorm keywords related to the purpose, 

use and composition of the invention. 
2. Look up the words in the Index to the U.S. 

Patent Classification to find potential 
class/subclasses. 

3. Verify the relevancy of the class/subclasses by 
using the Classification Schedule in the Manual 
of Classification. 

4. Read the Classification Definitions to verify the 
scope of the subclasses and note. 
 

http://www.uspto.gov/go/classification/uspcindex/indextouspc.htm
http://www.uspto.gov/go/classification/uspcindex/indextouspc.htm
http://www.uspto.gov/go/classification/
http://www.uspto.gov/go/classification/


Seven Step Strategy 
5. Search the Issued Patents and the Published 

Applications databases by “Current U.S. 
Classification” and access full-text patents and 
published applications. 

6. Review the claims, specifications and drawings 
of documents retrieved for relevancy. 

7. Check all references and note the “U.S. Cl.” and 
“Field of Search” areas for additional 
class/subclasses to search. 

http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html
http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html
http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html


USPTO.gov – Step 2: Index 

 D for Dancing 
Shoes S for Shoes 



USPTO.gov – Step 3: Manual 

 



USPTO.gov – Step 4: Definition 

 



USPTO.gov 

 



USPTO.gov 

 



USPTO.gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Best site for finding patents & trademarks because
Classification, definitions, hierarchy
Completeness of database
Old P&Ts
Official government resource – legality – can use in court
System created by Patent Office



USPTO.gov 



USPTO.gov 

 

Index to the U.S. Patent Classification 
(USPC) System 



USPTO.gov 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step 2: Index



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick Search, Advanced Search, or Patent Number Search



USPTO.gov – Step 5: Search 

 

5255452 

pn/5255452 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick Search: dropdown menus – search by applicant, inventor, assignee, geog location, date, abstract, etc.
Advanced Search: same categories but can search more of them at one time and do Boolean searching
Can only search by patent number and/or classification codes for pre-1976 patents – not full text, just TIFF images



USPTO.gov 

 

Only prints 
one page  
at a time 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tiff images great for resolution, but many cannot download the plugin
Can only print one page at a time



pat2pdf 

 

   5255452 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can print PDF quickly, all at once
Don’t have to rely on TIFF viewer, if can’t download TIFF viewer
Not legal document that can be used in court because not hosted on uspto



pat2pdf 

 



pat2pdf 

 

Look! You can 
print the entire 
patent at one 

time! 



Google Patents 
http://www.google.com/patents 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Familiarity of Google site
Best part of Google Patents: Older patents are searchable by more than just patent number and classification – uses OCR (Optical Character Recognition) to scan patent images
Easy to find by patent # but keyword searches can pull up many results (ex: can openers = 14,700)
Can search by class but no definitions of each class
Classification not as comprehensive – 2nd or 3rd class listed may not show so may not pull up patent, only guarantee that you are finding everything is by using USPTO.gov
Reclasses won’t show up
Not legal document that can be used in court because not hosted on uspto


http://www.google.com/patents


Google Patents 

 

Look! You can 
print the entire 
patent at one 

time! 



Espacenet 

• e-spas-net (not Eee-space-net) 
• http://worldwide.espacenet.com/ 
• Foreign patent searching  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Foreign patent searching
Pulls together patents from over 90 countries
70 million+ patent publications
1836-present
Search by number, keyword, inventor/applicant name, ECLA & IPC #
In review of Espacenet for Issues in Science & Technology Librarianship, Michael J. White said “EPO said to have “revolutionized public access to international patent information, releasing patent data from its paper prisons and changing forever how patents are disseminated, organized, searched, and retrieved.” 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/


Espacenet 

 



Espacenet 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fewer higher level categories



Espacenet 

 



Summary 
• USPTO.gov:  

– Best bet 
– Classification searching 

• pat2pdf:  
– Quick P# search 
– Print all pages at once 

• Google Patents:  
– Familiar but not comprehensive 
– No classification manual 

• Espacenet:  
– Foreign patent searching 



Questions? 

Jared Hoppenfeld 
Business Librarian, Texas A&M University Libraries 

jhoppenf@tamu.edu 
@JMHBizLibrarian 

mailto:jhoppenf@tamu.edu

	Patent & Trademark Depository Library Association:�Current Topics in�Intellectual Property
	Outline
	Part II:�Basic Resources for �Patent Research
	I will be covering…
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Seven Step Strategy
	Seven Step Strategy
	USPTO.gov – Step 2: Index
	USPTO.gov – Step 3: Manual
	USPTO.gov – Step 4: Definition
	USPTO.gov
	USPTO.gov
	USPTO.gov
	USPTO.gov
	USPTO.gov
	USPTO.gov
	Slide Number 18
	USPTO.gov – Step 5: Search
	USPTO.gov
	pat2pdf
	pat2pdf
	pat2pdf
	Google Patents�http://www.google.com/patents�
	Google Patents
	Espacenet
	Espacenet
	Espacenet
	Espacenet
	Summary
	Questions?

