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Outline 

• Overview of Intellectual Property and 
Depository Library Program 

• Basic Resources for Patent Research 
• Changes at USPTO & to the Depository Library 

Program 



Part I:   
Overview of  

Intellectual Property  
and  

Depository Library Program 
 



Intellectual Property 

Copyright “A form of protection provided to authors of ‘original 
works of  authorship’ including literary…and certain other intellectual 
works, both published and unpublished.”  
Patent a property right granted to an inventor “to exclude others 
from making, using, offering for sale, or selling the invention or 
importing the invention” for a limited time 
Trademark word, name, symbol, or device that is used in trade 
with goods to indicate the source of goods and to distinguish them 
from the goods of others 
Trade Secrets a device or technique used in a particular trade or 
occupation and giving an advantage because not generally known.”  



U.S. Constitution 

Article 1, Section 8   
The Congress shall have Power …. 
To promote the Progress of Science and useful 
Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors 
and Inventors the exclusive Right to their 
respective Writings and Discoveries 
 

 



Patents 

• 1790  Patent Act 
• 1836  Patent Office established 

 
• MPEP(Manual of Patent Examining Procedure) 

reflects how the Patent office currently 
interprets the law 

• http://www.uspto.gov/patents/law/index.jsp  

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/law/index.jsp


Trademarks 

• 1870   First Law, but overthrown by Supreme 
Court 

• 1946  Lanham Act 
• TMEP  (Trademark Manual of Examining 

Procedure) reflects how the Patent & 
Trademark Office currently interprets the law. 

• http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/law/index.jsp  

http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/law/index.jsp


Copyright 

• Administered by the Library of Congress 
• 1790   First Copyright Act 
• 1870  copyright functions centralized in the 

Library of Congress 
• Recently changed with the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act 
• http://www.copyright.gov/laws/ 



History of the Depository Library Program 
1871   Patents are offered in printed format to depository libraries.   
1977   At the invitation of the USPTO, patent depository libraries 

hold the first annual meeting at the USPTO.  
1982   CASSIS online search system is implemented, to supplement 
manual patent searching. PDLs convert from paper to microfilm 
format for their patent collections.  
1989  CASSIS CD-ROM replaces CASSIS Online for patent searching.   
1990   The Patent Depository Library Program (PDLP) starts to 

incorporate trademarks as well, and becomes the Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library Program (PTDLP).  

2000    Images of all U.S. Patents from 1790 to date, and full-text 
from 1976 to date, are made available on the USPTO's web site. 



Location of Depository Libraries 



Locate Libraries via Web 
http://www.uspto.gov 

Select  
“Locate Libraries?” 



Constituents   

• General Public 
• Attorneys 
• Inventors 
• Students 
• Professors 
• University Technology Transfer Offices 



Services from Depository Libraries 

Each PTDL is required  
• To acquire and make freely available to the public a 

minimum 20-year backfile of U.S. patents.  
• To protect the integrity of the collection,  
• To maintain classification system documents and related 

publications, and  
• To assist the public in efficient use of the collection, and  
• To retain all depository items until disposal is arranged 

through the Patent and Trademark Depository Library 
Program (PTDLP). 



Services from Depository Libraries 

Most Depository Libraries provide 
• Instruction on how to perform a Patent or 

Trademark search 
•  Individual 
•  Group 
• Contacts with the Patent and Trademark 

Office 
• PubWest Access 
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